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Abstract. Based on L’Etat honteux by Sony Labou Tansi, the 

study constructs the archetype of the African postcolonial state. 

The portrait that emerges is an aggregate of motifs drawn from 

colonial discourse. This State/state ends in post-transition 

novels, a space for the construction of authorial utopias. This 

problematizes the relevance of discourses carried by concepts 

that drain ideological postures. 
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